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Synopsis

This treatise of Charles Taze Russell was published by the society after his death in the back of
certain printings of the Studies in the Scriptures. CHARLES TAZE RUSSELL, known the world over
as Pastor Russell, author, lecturer and minister of the Gospel, was born at Pittsburgh, Pa., February
16, 1852; died October 31, 1916. He was the son of Joseph L. and Eliza Birney Russell, both of
Scotch-Irish lineage. He was educated in the common schools and under private tutors. Author of
"OBJECT AND MANNER OF OUR LORDa ™S RETURN," "FOOD FOR THINKING CHRISTIANS,"
"TABERNACLE SHADOWS," "THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES," "THE TIME IS AT HAND," "THY
KINGDOM COME," "THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON," "THE ATONEMENT," "THE NEW
CREATION," "WHAT SAY THE SCRIPTURES ABOUT HELL," "SPIRITISM," "OLD THEOLOGY
TRACTS," "THE PHOTO-DRAMA OF CREATION;," et cetera, et cetera. He was married in 1879 to
Maria Frances Ackley. No children blessed this union. Seventeen years later they disagreed about
the management of his journal and a separation followed. Reared under the influence of Christian
parents, at an early age he became interested in theology, uniting himself with the Congregational
church, and became active in local mission work. The doctrine of eternal torment of all mankind
except the few elect became so abhorrent to him that at the age of seventeen he was a skeptic. He
said, "A God that would use his power to create human beings whom He foreknew and
predestinated should be eternally tormented, could be neither wise, just nor loving; his standard
would be lower than that of many men." He continued to believe, however, in the existence of God,
but was not willing to accept the commonly understood teachings as Goda ™s revelation of himself
to man. He turned his attention to the investigation of heathen religions, only to find all of these

unsatisfactory.
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